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West  Asia ,  Central  Asia

South Asia ,  South East  Asia
East  Asia ,  and South Pacif ic

The World Craf ts Counci l  Award of  Excel lence for Handicraf ts (WCC-AoE) for  the year 2024 has
been granted to 87 submissions out of  a total  of  160 entr ies f rom the Asia Paci f ic  Region's s ix
sub-regions.

The WCC Award of  Excel lence for Handicraf ts aims to encourage art isans to produce handicraf ts
that ut i l ize t radi t ional  ski l ls ,  pat terns,  and themes in an innovat ive way, ensur ing the cont inui ty
and sustainabi l i ty  of  these tradi t ions.  I t  is  essent ia l  to set  qual i ty standards,  raise internat ional
awareness, and strengthen the promot ional  potent ia l  for  handicraf t  products,  enabl ing them to
compete in the global  market and thereby improving the welfare of  the craf tsmen.

The submissions were highly diverse, including woven and embroidered text i les,  natural  f ibers,
ceramics,  wood carvings and in lays,  metalwork,  stone carvings, glass,  and other mater ia ls.  The
160 submit ted products or ig inated from the six sub-regions of  the WCC-Asia Paci f ic  Region:

-  West Asia ( I ran,  Palest ine):  48 entr ies
- Central  Asia (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Taj ik istan, Turkmenistan) :  47 entr ies
- South Asia (Bangladesh, India,  Pakistan, Sr i  Lanka):  16 entr ies
- South East Asia ( Indonesia,  Malaysia,  Thai land, Phi l ippines):  26 entr ies
- East Asia (China):  15 entr ies
- South Paci f ic  (Austral ia,  New Zealand):  8 entr ies

From May 3 to May 5,  2024, an event dedicated to the Award of  Excel lence for Handicraf ts 2024
was held in Bukhara,  Uzbekistan. The Second Internat ional  Fest ival  of  Gold Embroidery and
Jewelry coincided with th is event.  For the second t ime in the Award’s history,  the best works of
art isans from var ious countr ies were showcased in one locat ion in Bukhara,  Uzbekistan. Al l
products were met iculously selected at  the in i t ia l  stage by sub-region experts and were
col lect ively evaluated at  the internat ional  level .

A dist inct ive feature of  th is event was the col lect ive evaluat ion process. Unl ike previous years
where handicraf ts were selected within their  respect ive sub-regions, th is t ime a uni f ied commit tee
evaluated the products.  
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The jury consisted of  Vice-Presidents,  Honorary members,  and Advisors f rom the World Craf ts
Counci l -Asia Paci f ic  region:

Mr. Aziz Murtazaev  -  WCC-APR President f rom Uzbekistan
Mr. Aidarkhan Kaliyev  -  WCC-APR Vice-President of  Central  Asia Subregion from Kazakhstan
Ms. Aizhan Bekkulova  -  WCC-APR Honorary Member & Advisor f rom Kazakhstan
Ms. Manjari  Nirula  -  WCC AISBL, AoE Sub-Commit tee Coordinator,  WCC- APR Honorary
Member & Advisor f rom India
Ms. Luva Nahid Choudhury -  WCC-APR Vice President of  South Asia Sub-region from
Bangladesh
Mr. Sampath Erahapola -  WCC-APR Vice President of  South Asia Sub-region from Sri  Lanka
Mr. Ma Xiang -  Representat ive of  the WCC-APR Vice President of  East Asia Sub-region from
China
Mr. Edric Ong -  WCC-APR Honorary Member & Advisor f rom Malaysia
Dr. Joseph Lo -  WCC-APR Honorary Member & Advisor f rom Singapore
Dr. Sithichai Smanchat -  WCC-APR Vice President of  South East Asia Sub-region from
Thai land
Ms. Jude Van Der Merwe -  WCC-APR Vice President of  South Paci f ic  Sub-region from
Austral ia
Ms. Lindy Jubert -  WCC-APR Honorary Member & Advisor f rom Austral ia
Ms. Vida Tavahodi – Representat ive of  the WCC-APR Vice President of  West Asia Sub-region
from Iran
Mr. Osama Stait i  -  WCC-APR Vice President of  West Asia Sub-region from Palest ine

Gather ing in a histor ical  p lace l ike Bukhara and conduct ing an assessment commit tee for the
Award of  Excel lence for Handicraf ts was the main mot ivat ion for  holding this event.  I t  was an
incredible exchange of  exper iences, an opportuni ty to share opinions and achievements of
masters,  subt ly touching the ski l l fu l  creat ions.

The internat ional  experts f rom al l  sub-regions observed and evaluated the submit ted mater ia ls
over three days based on four key cr i ter ia:  excel lence, authent ic i ty,  innovat ion,  and marketabi l i ty .

Dur ing the Second Internat ional  Fest ival  of  Handicraf ts,  which took place in Kokand ci ty of  the
Fergana region from September 21 to 23, 2023, a new Museum of Internat ional  Handicraf ts was
opened to v is i tors.  The inaugurat ion ceremony was at tended by Mr.  Saad al-Qaddumi,  President
of  the World Craf ts Counci l  AISBL ( Internat ional) ;  Mr.  Aziz Murtazaev, President of  the World
Crafts Counci l  Asia Paci f ic  Region; and Mr.  Maruf Usmonov, Mayor of  Kokand ci ty.

The opening of  th is museum highl ights the WCC's contr ibut ion to the development of  handicraf t
ar t  g lobal ly,  especial ly in the Asia Paci f ic  Region. The museum's col lect ion wi l l  feature the best
works f rom the Award of  Excel lence for Handicraf ts 2024 and aims to cont inual ly surpr ise v is i tors
with unique handmade products.

The awardees wi l l  receive cert i f icates in August 2024 and wi l l  be promoted through WCC
networks and other programs. The cert i f icate can be used as a promot ional  tool  ( for  a speci f ic
product or product l ine only)  to at test  to the qual i ty and authent ic i ty of  the awarded product.
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